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I’m in love with my elec-
tric blanket. From minus
zero degrees in Leelanau

County to 88 degrees in
Tampa, Florida. We traveled
through the highway to hell.
First our furnace died – it
took a week to fix in zero
degree weather. Then our
pipes froze and then all the
power in our neighborhood
failed. It was time to move
south! We got packed and
moved to our old house in
Royal Oak for our last visit
with the Henry Ford doc-
tors. Then as a polar vortex
covered most of the U.S. we
attempted to slowly go
south. It was zero degrees
all the way to Nashville that
should have been complete-
ly shut down because they
have no salt or snowplows,
and inexperienced winter
drivers. We stayed at a
Hampton Inn in Columbia,
TN south of Nashville
which barely had heat (only
a.c.) and no salt or snow-
plows but bed bugs and a
complete nightmare! There
was no snow in Alabama
and onward to Florida to

the welcoming home of
Patrick Caragher. Here at
last, in the sunny south!
Our last leg was to Fort
Lauderdale. I do not want to
fly anymore and driving is
challenging.

We have never been an
obituary magazine. There
are too many good men and
women who are passing
every day. Would it be
called “Dead Blues?” We try
to concentrate on the living
while they are here. But
recently three friends of
mine and of the blues have

passed and I have to men-
tion them.

Peter Andrews and I for-
mally met when I was a
bouncer at Mr. Floods Party
and he asked me to be part
of his security team at the
1972 Ann Arbor Blues and
Jazz Festival that he started
with my friend John
Sinclair. I was in charge of
the west gates. On Sunday
after watching two small
hippie families politely sit-
ting outside the gates listen-
ing to the music, we had
already “lost” any money
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Last sunset of the year! Empire, MI 12/29/23

Cold! Cold!
Cold Winter Blues!

RIP Dick Waterman
Photo/Laura Carbone
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and these families obviously had
none, I approached one family
and asked if they had a light for
my smoke, the obliged and I let
them in. I approached the other
couple and asked if I could have
a beer, they obliged and I let
them in. Peter Andrews caught
me and I was fired. Years later I
had a roofing/painting company
called “Rockers With Rollers”
and I hired Peter but when he
didn’t show up for a week I had
to let him go. Karma! Love you,
Peter! Hope you are organizing
our shows in the great beyond!
RIP Peter!

Mister Saturday Night—
Louisiana’s fountain of knowl-
edge—Mister J’ Monque D had
to move on. An absolute prime
source of blues trivia and experi-
ence. As a hands-on participator
in Baton Rouge, New Orleans
and Italian blues! One of the first
times I saw and heard him I was
where he was, the house band at
Benny’s that was a famous juke
in New Orleans run by the
Neville family. Ironically this was
the first time I laid my eyes on
my sweet Sugar Mae. The sur-
prise guest that night after Jazz

Fest was Boz Scaggs. I always
had good times with J’ Monque
D and in 2023 I brought Tommy
Castro to his house and made his
day! Jazz Fest in the Blues Tent
will never be the same without J’
Monque D holding court with his
little pats of butter.

Sugar always asked why I do
my column last? Because Sugar, I
want to catch the last minute
news and today I was proven
right! On Saturday, January 27th,

my friend and mentor, Dick
Waterman moved on to join Son
House with the elders. A leader
of the blues world in photogra-
phy and management, Dick can-
not be replaced. I would see him
at Jazz Fest in New Orleans a lot
when we were young and later.
When we were younger, we
would both try to hit every stage
- all nine of them! The last time I
saw him he said, “My wheels
don’t work that good anymore.”
I only pick a few to shoot and
that is it. One roll of film-one
long shot and one close up! I
know he was very happy in his
home in Oxford, Mississippi and
had glorious golden years with
his wife, the lovely Cinda. RIP
Dick Waterman. I didn’t learn
technical camera work, but I
learned who you should take
photos of and I always tried to
photograph the unexpected and
natural. Thank-you Dick.

Congratulations to Roger
Naber’s epic 40th Legendary
Rhythm & Blues Cruise! Keep
on Bluesin’!

Spring’s almost here! See you
down the road. Take the high
road, when you get to the cross-
roads - take it! May the river be
with you, may the wind be at
your back, surf’s up, mahola,
aloha and don’t forget to boogie!

Hope, peace, love & happi-
ness,

Best,
Robert Jr. Whitall
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Top 11 Songs on
Junior’s Jukebox
1. Kevin Burt Big Medicine -
Thank-you Brother Bill - a
tribute Bill Withers

2. Sue Foley - Live in Austin,
Vol. 1

3. Kingfish - Live in London
4. Coco Montoya - Writing on

the Wall
5. Blood Brothers - Live in

Canada
6. D.K. Harrell - The Right Man
7. Anthony Rosano - Cheat

the Devil
8. Jason Rici and the Bad Kind -

Behind the Veil
9. Blackburn Brothers -

SoulFunkn’Blues
10. Johnny Rawls - Walking

Heart Attack
11. Big City Rhythm & Blues

Magazine’s CD Sampler #35
Got Mojo?
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(l-r) Robert Jr. Whitall, J’ Monque D, Bobby Rush & Sugar, New Orleans Jazz &
Heritage Festival, May 6, 2018.

Robert Jr. Whitall & Peter Andrews,
Ann Arbor, MI, May 16, 2016.
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